, and Experiment III (C). In total, 144 pregnant mice were included in in this study, with 8 mice per group in experiment I and II, 16 mice in experiment III. In experiment I, the control group (Control) was fed a methionine (Met) added diet based on Harlan [Harlan (+Met) diet], with daily intraperitoneal (i.p.) injection of 0.4 mL of saline, whereas the other four groups (15%, 25%, 35%, and 45% Met groups) were fed with the same diet, but without Met [Harlan (-Met) diet], with daily i.p. injection of 15, 25, 35 or 45% Met in the control diet (39.20 mg based on 4.8 g/d dry matter intake) in 0.4 mL of saline; In experiment II, groups 1 (Control) and 2 (35% Met) were treated as described for the control group and 35% Met group in experiment I, respectively. The other 5 groups (5, 15, 25, 35, and 45% Met-Met groups) were treated as described for the 35% Met group, except that 5, 15, 25, 35, or 45% free Met in the injected solution were replaced with Methionyl-methionine (Met-Met); In experiment III, mice were randomly divided into three groups and received treatments as described for the control, 35% Met, and 25% Met-Met groups in experiment II. At E 17, half of dams in the 35% Met and 25% Met-Met groups were switched to the control diet without i.p. injection and gave birth. Of all 144 mice included in the experiments, 18 mice were aborted and removed from the experiments.
Supplemental
. Body weight (BW) (A), food intake (B), and cumulative food intake (C) in mice at day (E) 0 to 17 of gestation. The control group of mice (Control) was fed a diet with free methionine (Met), whereas the 5 -45% Met groups were fed a Met-deficient diet but supplemented with 5, 15, 25, 35, and 45% Met in the control diet by intraperitoneal injection from conception.
A 18.8 ± 0.54
Data are expressed as the mean ± SEM. *, **, *** significantly different from the control group at the same stage of gestation at p <.05 or p<.01 or p<.001, respectively. Values with different letters differ significantly (p <.05) between different stages of gestation within group. Supplemental Table 5 . Body weight (BW) (A), food intake (B), and cumulative food intake (C) during gestation period when different levels of methionine (Met) were supplemented in the form of methionyl-methionine (Met-Met). The control group of mice (Control) was fed a diet with Met, and the 35% Met group was fed a Met-deficient diet but supplemented with 35% of Met in the control diet by intraperitoneal injection. In 5, 15, 25, 35, 5, 15, 25, 35 

